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Foreword 



In this monograph I have touched only the fringe 
of a very complex but important topic which is a 
significant development of current political 
thought. Apart from the sensational claims 
advanced on behalf of geopolitics, there are some 
elements of enduring value in it and the statesman 
and administrators cannot afford to ignore the 
harsh facts of political geography and geopolitics. 
In India the immediate interest has centred round 
the problem of winning independence and preserving 
political unity. But India cannot afford to be 
indifferent to the wider questions of an 
international world order and of the possibility of 
an Indian Supra-National Union. Therefore in the 
light of Indian tradition and history, it is pointed 
out that India's natural affinity is with those 
eastern countries which once were a part of her 
cultural empire. It may be objected that no clear 
picture has been presented here. It is partly due 
to the lack: of adequate data and this shortcoming 
can be removed only by a thorough investigation of 
all the relevant economic, social and political 
factors by an Indian Geopolitical Institute. 
Meanwhile this is presented as a tentative sketch 
for serious consideration at the hands of all the 
patriots and well wishers of India and the East. 



Mysore 

August 1943 S. Srikanta Sastri 
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A note on the Manuscript 

This brief monograph was written by my father, late Prof. 
S. Sriicantha Sastri in August 1943. I can only speculate 
about the reasons that prevented my father from 
publishing his work, The major reason must have been the 
global changes wrought by the Second world war. Moreover 
India achieved independence at a great cost within four 
years of writing of this track. The tragic partition into 
India and Pakistan must have been a traumatic experience 
to the intellectuals of that generation. 

The tone of the manuscript is undoubtedly idealistic. I 
wonder how could a conscientious historian resort to day- 
dreaming and fantasy. It is indisputable that a certain 
amount of idealistic out-look is a necessary pre-requisite 
of a Historian. 



Prof. S. Srikantha Sastri was extremely unfortunate in not 
getting his valuable works published on time. A 
combination of factors, natural and man-made successfully 
delayed his works from seeing daylight, His first 
important research work "The Sources of Karnataka 
History" Vol I (which is a foundation work) was written as 
a Doctoral thesis in 1927-28. A well wisher of my father 
took away the manuscript, on the pretext of reading, but 
never to return it, He was encouraged to re-write it at a 
great cost. The second manuscript was knocked off by 
another well meaning scholar. The then Vice -Chancellor of 
Mysore University Prof. N. S. Subba Rao advised my father 
to re-write for the third time in 1938-39. It was finally 
published by the University of Mysore in 1949, after a gap 
of 12 years. He wrote his much acclaimed book on Indian 
Culture -"Bharatiya Samskrithi" in 1944. This was 
published by the grateful university in 1954. after a lapse 
of ten years. Even the other works of my father like 
"Hoysala Vastushilpa", "Purathathva Shodhane", "Prapancha 
Charitreya roopu-rekegalu",' Roman Chakradipatya Charitre" 
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and collected Kannada articles often consumed decades 
before they were published. A renowned publisher took 
away his collected English & Kannada articles in 1968 with 
the promise of early publication, only to return them in 
its original form after four years. His collected Kannada 
articles were published posthumously by Kannada Studies 
Centre, University of Mysore. His collected English 
articles, reviews and the sources of Karnataka History Vol 
II (written in 1963-65) are yet to find a publisher, the 
enlightened authorities of Prasaranga, University of 
Mysore took: away the unpublished works of Prof. S. 
Srikanta Sastri after his demise in 1974. It languishes 
fruitlessly in the store rooms of the Prasaranga till 1987. 
Even to get back the manuscripts I had to run from pillar 
to post endlessly. The persevering quality of this text and 
how it weathered the storm all these years amounts to a 
miracle. Most of my father's published books are out of 
print. The eager research scholars are disappointed by not 
finding them on book-shelves. There is an urgent need for 
publishing unpublished and out of print books. I sincerely 
thank Sri B. V. Krishnamurthy of Madhu's Printers & 
Publishers, Bangalore-27 for having taken up this 
challenging and ardous task of publishing Geo-politics and 
greater India. The various State Government organisations, 
Quasi-Government bodies and Universities, who are supposed 
to espouse the cause of scholarship, have shown remarkable 
degree of apathy and callousness in this regard. Their 
complacency truly deserves l)r-n:rJaticr of the highest 
order. 

The Geo-politics theory discussed in this text has a great 
relevance to us. What E.E.C., N,A.T.O. and Warsaw Pact 
countries have achieved could be achieved by Asian 
countries through mutual co-operation. The Karl 
Haushofer's concept of 'Vital Space' is still adhered to by 
such countries as Israel, China and U. S. A. The United 
States of America considers North and South America as its 
area of influence. The little island Granada was occupied 
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by America in the name of safe guarding American 
interests. The Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, the 
Iran-Iraq conflict over two small strategic islands in the 
Gulf and Russian refusal to part with two islands 
belonging to Japan, all speaic clearly of the importance of 
Geo-politics. India looks upon Siachen Glacier as its area 
of strategic importance. But Pakistan is not prepared to 
concede this point. Prof. S. Sriicantha Sastri successfully 
demolishes the white-race supremacy theory, by quoting the 
example of Japan's march towards progress. According to 
him India could very well play a dominant role in Asian 
politics given its area, population, resources and strength. 
Such things as over-population, economic and educational 
backwardness and an adherence to traditional values need 
not be obstacles to hinder a Country's progress, it comes as 
a revelation to know that Marxian economic ideas were 
surreptiously adopted by Maynard Keynes and others. 

•1 I I • 

Through wars we cannot solve human problems. It may 

provide temporarily employment to millions. But the havoc 
caused by the wars is too well known to be enumerated 
here. It is only peace as advocated by Mahatma Gandhi that 
holds a promise to the much beleaguered world. 

I express A my deep gratitude to Dr. M. V. Srinivas, Reader, 
Post-graduate Department of History, University of Mysore, 
a sincere student of Dr. S. Srikantha Sastri for having 
written the elaborate preface, a note on SAARC, appendix-2 
and appendix-3. He has been instrumental in getting this 
manuscript from Prasaranga, University of Mysore. Since 
two years he has been a source of inspiration to this 
project. He has consistently encouraged us to proceed with 
the publication of the manuscript despite many obstacles. I 
am sure conscientious readers would greatly benefit by 
reading this book, which is seeing the light of the day 
after 45 years. 

S. Naganath 
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PREFACE 

Dr. S. Srikantha Sastri who was a professor of History 
in the University of Mysore (Maharaja's College) is well 
known in the field of Indian History and Culture. He 
taught history to the students of post-graduate studies in 
history in Mysore University for thirty two years. He was 
the author of several books in English and Kannada. They 
include the Sources of Karnataica History Vol. 1, Proto- 
Indic Religion, iconography of Vidyarnavatantra, Early 
Gangas of Talkad, and Evolution of the Gandabherunda. His 
important works in Kannada are Bharatiya Samskruti, 
Puratatva Shodhane, Hoysala Vastushilpa, Roman 
Chakradipatya Itihasa and Prapancha Charitreya 
Ruparekhegalu. 

Dr. Srikantha Sastri belonged to a rare generation of 
scholar's who had proficiency in several disciplines and 
subjects. His scholarship was not limited to history. 
Besides a deep understanding of that subject, he was 
proficient in subjects like Religion, Literature, and 
Culture. Music, Architecture, Archaeology, Epigraphy. Dr. 
Sastri studied various branches of history, and his 
research embraced several branches of history. His command 
over Sanskrit and many Indian languages and his knowledge 
of several European languages came handy in unravelling 
many unknown chapters and aspects of history. He studied 
the original Sources and Came out with new interpretations 
and explanations. He had firm beliefs and clear convictions 
on several problems. He was bold and forth right in his 
criticism. Because of his original views and his differences 
with established historians, he was involved in many 
controversies during his life time. 

\He was a scholar, a guide and a well-wisher to a large 
number of students not only in history but also to 
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students of Kannada, Telugu and other disciplines. Most of 
his books were published during his life time. A volume 
containing his research articles was published in 1975. 
This script remained unnoticed all! these years amidst his 
writings. This is a significant revelation as it is the only 
woric on the modern period by this scholar who was 
considered as an authority in Ancient Indian History. 

The author has discussed several current issues of the 
period in his monograph. He has taken up the analysis of 
an interesting subject namely Geopolitics which was just 
then developing (during the forties) besides discussing such 
Serious topics as geopolitics and nature of political 
development of India and greater India, Dr. Sastri has 
offered a scheme for the future constitution makers of 
India. He examined various views and theories put forward 
by several scholars regarding the future of India and 
comes out with his own solutions, namely the constitution 
of supra-National Indian Union. 

W W W . dITjxcII L Ld"DCiD LI 1 . Ul iL 

The term Geopolitics is an objective study of politico- 
geographical factors, it is a study of power and political 
speculations. The term Geopolitics was coined shortly 
before First world war and spread throughout Europe 
between the two world wars and came into world-wide use 
during second world war. Geopolitics attempts to explain 
world political developments in terms of geographic space. 
According to this theory the world contains only a limited 
amount of space and all countries are involved in a never 
ending struggle among themselves to get enough to survive. 
Geopolitics tries to describe the relationship between space 
and foreign policy. 

The roots of its concepts go back to 1904 when a British 
geographer Halford J. Mackinder known as the founder of 
modern geopolitics delivered a paper to the Royal 
Geographical Society. Mackinder entitled his paper, 'The 
Geographical Pivot of History". In it, he drew a 
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geographical sketch of the globe, identifying the inner 
core area of Eurasia as the "pivot area" of world politics. 
The icey characteristics of this pivot area were its 
extensive continuous flatlands and its inaccessibility to 
sea power. 



Macicinder advanced a theory of Geopolitics that emphasised 
the importance in world politics of nations that controlled 
great land areas. He called the great land mass of Europe, 
Asia and Africa the "World island". All other areas were 
only satellites. The central land of Europe and Asia 
including Germany and Russia was the heartland. The 
control of the heartland was supposed to be the key to 
world power. Macicinder foresaw the rise of the powerful 
state occupying the "pivot area". In Mackinder's strategic 
conceptions a land power that gains control over a large 
part of the Eurasian and African land mass could harness 
the vast resources of its land base in constructing the 
world's most powerful navy and in overwhelming all 
remaining insular powers, in his well-known work 
"Democratic ideals and realities", Mackinder issued his 
famous dictum "who rules East Europe commands the heart 
land; who rules the heartland commands the world island; 
who rules the world island commands the world". In another 
prophetic comment to the idealists of his time, he warned 
that the heart-land would again become a centre of a world 
war. 

German geopolitician; especially Karl Haushofer combined 
Mackinder's theory with some of their own theories and 
developed geopolitics into a pseudoscience. They argued that 
modern advances in transportation and communication had 
opened great spaces of land and increased the power of the 
countries controlling that land. Oceanic countries would 
have to grant living space to the newer and more dynamic 
continental countries. German geopolitics is the logical 
product of a materialist and deterministic school of 
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thought which had progressively gained sway over the 
German mind until it reduced man to the status of a bio- 
chemical entity. Geography came to be considered as the 
main spring of power. 

Karl Haushofer studied and debated the geopolitical 
theories of Mackinder, Ratzel and Rudolf Kjellen and 
adopted Mackinder's conceptions into a blueprint for 
Eurasian hegemony. Haushofer advised not only Hitler but 
also Stalin prior to the German invasion of the Soviet 
Union. 

Nicholas Spykman who was professor of international 
Relations at Yale University accepted Macicinder's 
geographical view of the world. He proposed a solution on 
the well known balance of power principle with all the 
world area divided into regional groupings each under the 
direction of a dominant power. He however issued a 
different dictum counter to Mackinder and declared "who 
controls the rim land rules Eurasia; who rules Eurasia 



b 



controls the destinies of the world". The theories of 
geopolitics continued to attract followers in every 
country. James Burnham who was working for the office of 
the Strategic Services adopted Mackinder's geopolitical 
conception. He proposed a policy of liberation as an 
alternative to the policy of containment. 

George T. Renner of United States also argued that world 
control was simply a matter of recognising and acting upon 
certain facts known as geography. Gen. George Marshall 
stated recently that "the army which knows the most 
geography will always win a war". "How else we may ask 
ourselves could two second rate powers (Germany and Japan) 
and a third rate one (Italy) came so close to defeating the 
world. The answer is that they found all the available 
political facts and all the discoverable geographical facts 
at the same time, when you add political facts to 
geographical facts you get the only secret weapon which 
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the axis had possessed and it was secret because the 
democracies had never used it". Global war and its 
aftermath have finally driven home to the democracies the 
awareness of geographical facts arrived in terms of 
geopolitics for which Renner pleaded. Geopolitics was 
implied in every major decision arrived at in the top level 
Allied Nations conferences which determined the overall 
strategy of the campaigns of 1942-1945. 



The rise of American interest in geopolitics coincided with 
increase in American interest in the geopolitics of India. 
This was the period when a heated controversy was going on 
in India over the Muslim League's demand for the partition 
of India on the basis of religion. This issue had serious 
geopolitical overtones. Many people in India and outside 
argued that separate Muslim State in India was not viable. 
Dr. Srikantha Sastri naturally pleaded that vivisection of 
India should be prevented. Both the supporters and the 
opponents of the partition of India swore on the basis of 
geopolitics. The Indian Nationalists always believed the 
proposal of Pakistan was an imperial strategy to weaken 
India. Several imperial writers suggested that the area of 
Pakistan was a strategic area and access to this region 
provided many advantages especially against a future war 
against Soviet Russia. 

It is true that geopolitical concepts do not provide 
statesmen with specific policy prescriptions, setting forth 
where it is appropriate to use such tools as military 
force, economic and military assistance, or covert 
operations. Rather geopolitical concepts offer a global 
framework within which both grand strategy and specific 
policies can be formulated and implemented. 



As Mackinder so keenly recognised over 60 years ago 
democracies often succumb to the temptation of basing their 
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foreign policy on ideals rather than on geopolitical 
realities. Dr. Srikantha Sastri rightly upholds the 
elements of enduring value in geopolitics and warned that 
statesmen could not ignore it. Subsequent developments in 
the post-war period have clearly demonstrated the wisdom 
of his argument regarding the application of geopolitics in 
shaping the foreign policy of India. 



No part of geopolitics is wholly acceptable to the world at 
large; but several ideas have been taken over in modified 
form. Dr. Srikantha Sastri has rightly remarked that there 
is an element of enduring truth in the geopolitical 
emphasis on space. He mentions how Aristotle, Montesqiew, 
Bodin, Buckle, Seligman Cunningham and others recognised 
that geographical location, structure, climate and natural 
resources influence political evolution. 



« rg 



However he finds fault with the geopolitics as developed i 
Germany. He rightly points out that it ignored some of the 
most important elements of culture that enter into 
political geographies namely, morality, decency, justice and 
fairness. Dr. Sastri aptly remarks that in practical 
politics it had led to the doctrine of might opposed to 
democratic moral rights. He also points out that it is a 
reversion of Kautilya's dictum 

that the neighbouring state is a potential enemy. Dr. 
Srikantha Sastri mentions some specific theories and 
methods of geopolitics such as organic frontiers. He points 
out how these theories had been used as justifications for 
the barefaced territorial expansion. In this connection he 
mentions the foreign policy of Lord Curzon who wanted to 
fix the western frontier of India near the Persian Gulf, it 
is significant that Dr. Sastri has touched this vital aspect 
of British policy. Gurzon's policies as well as his views 
have great geopolitical significance and deserve an in 
depth study by students of geopolitics. 
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On the whole Dr. Sastri concludes that geopolitics 
errs in emphasising the physical environment, conflict and 
war and ignored religion, cooperation and similar factors. 
He particularly notes the sinister change undergone in the 
German geopolitics. 

Admitting the limitations of geopolitical methods and 
philosophy Dr. Sastri has attempted to apply some of the 
considerations to the future development of independent 
India. 

Surveying the general development in the world Dr. 
Sastri notes the evils that plagued the western world. 
Then he takes up the specific question of economic and 
political basis of an Indian Supra-National Union. He 
examines the following main factors namely l) Territory 21 
Population 3) Government 4) Sovereignty and 5) Law which 
an independent India will have to face. He argues that land 
space cannot be ignored and suggests that independent India 
should form a broad regional union comprising of a South 
Asia. This was the ancient Jambudwipa where Indian culture 
flourished. He briefly states that geopolitical 
consideration and historical claims could be advanced to 
show that from Hindukush and Afghanistan in the west to 
lndo-China, Siam, Java, Bali, Sumatra, Borneo, Malaya and 
Philippines in the east, and from the Himalayas in the 
north to Ceylon (Sri Lanka) in the south the whole region 
was culturally and economically homogenous" Thus on the 
basis of strategic considerations he sug3ests that India 
should form a compact union with all the countries of 
South Eastern Asia up to the natural frontiers. He also 
states that apart from territory the fertility of the soil 
should be taken into consideration. He provides the 
examples of China and Japan and pleads that the Asian 
countries should be awakened to a sense of duty. It is very 
strange that he suggests that Japan should be allowed to 
develop some of the under-developed countries 
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commercially. He takes stock: of the territory, natural 
resources of the proposed Indian Supra-National Union, 
extending from the coast of Africa and the Hindukush to 
the South China sea and emphasises that India's interests 
in forming this union should be political security, mutual 
benefit and cultural co-operation. He rightly points out 
that even in the early centuries, India has taken up 
colonization in this region solely for culture and 
reciprocal trade. This should be the aim of India in the 
future. 

Dr. Sastri analyses the defects in the industrialisation 
policy in India and suggests remedies like proper location 
to Indian industrialisation. The vital industries should be 
established not only in such regions where raw materials, 
labour and transport facilities are available but also with 
a view to strategic needs. The author obviously opposes any 
attempt to vivisect the country and f eels that it was not 
justified on geopolitical grounds. 0urtirr3 Ratzel and 
other authorities he came out with the suggestion of an 
"economic totalitarianism" to break down the separatist 
tendencies. 

Dr. Sastri's suggestion was not for the formation of a mere 
political union. He suggests that the natural resources in 
the region should be systematically exploited He refutes 
the often repeated view that India was incapable of meeting 
her food requirements. He defends the indigenous system. 
He maintains that the birth rate need not cause alarm He 
lays more emphasis on the abolition of economic mal- 
adjustments. He hopes that India could build an invincible 
national army, navy and air force. This is before the 
advent of the nuclear age and Dr. Sastri's fond hope may 
not be taken seriously. He also points out the labour 
availability and the efficiency and skill of Indians and 
refutes the imperial propaganda of inferiority of the 
Indians. Similarly he also argues that capital was also 
available in India. Here again he draws from his vast 
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knowledge of Indian history and points out that English 
support could not be indispensable. He quotes from the 
soviet examples to support his argument. In the next part 
he provides details of the structure of the Government in 
the post-war period and arrives at the conclusion that the 
supra-national Indian union was the best solution. 
Discussing the question of Sovereignty, Dr. Sastri 
subscribes to the nationalists, point of view and pleads for 
a strong union of strategic military and economic fronts. 
Discussing the question of law he argues that the Indian 
private and public law should not be diversed from 
morality and justice. He pleads for the supremacy of moral 
law and establishment of peace. He upholds the idea of real 
religion based on morality and freedom from fear. 

While writing about the system of government, Dr. Sastri 
aptly admits that he may be dubbed a visionary given to 
wishful thinking. He points out the difficulty of 
forecasting the precise system of government. When one 
examines the validity of his forecasts and relevance of his 
proposals his apologies appear to be unnecessary. 

Though Dr. Sastri pleads for unity the author clearly 
points out "the unity enforced by military necessity cannot 
be expected to survive". He insists that we must evolve an 
organisation suited to the genius of Asiatic people. He 
rejects both a federation and a confederation and feels 
that the creation of a supra-national union would be the 
best solution. According to him "this union will be a 
strong confederation of federations preserving the 
traditional autonomous republic but integrating them into 
a democratic government for certain specific purposes". He 
envisages a clearly refined legislative, executive and 
judicial powers to this union. Several thinkers, statesmen 
and constitutional experts have pointed out the lapses of 
the present state system. It is pointed out that the state 
had grown fast in free India and that it wielded enormous 
coercive power. As one writer pointed out India had become 
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a nation of many states instead of a state of many nations. 
Mahatma Gandhi saw nation as a spontaneous association and 
interaction between diverse people. But in the post- 
independence India there was an attempt to transform India 
into a homogeneous nation state a la France. Several 
intellectuals began to express concern about the growth of 
the state. "Too close an embrace of the state might result 
in abandoning democracy." Dr. Sastri emphasises the fact 
that state should not be strengthened at the cost of the 
individual liberty. 

Dr. Srikantha Sastri's suggestion of a supra-National 
Indian Union also has several supporters. Several writers, 
statesmen and administrators have come out with the 
suggestion of forming a bigger union in south Asia and 
South East Asia. Several proposals have been made for an 
economic association of India and Pakistan with other Asian 
nations. The formation of SAARC (south Asian Association 
for Regional cooperation) is of course the crowning tribute 



b 



to Dr. Sastri's proposal made nearly forty five years ago 
for the formation of a similar union. The constitution and 
the working of SAARC resembles to a great extent the 
proposals made by our author on the basis of his own 
experience and knowledge. This work of Dr. Srikantha 
Sastri, is a significant contribution to the field of modern 
history and deserves serious consideration by all students 
of contemporary history. It not only throws valuable light 
on a contemporary and crucial topic but also presents an 
altogether unknown aspect of the author's erudition. Dr 
Sastri chooses a contemporary and controversial topic like 
Geopolitics. He makes an up to date and exhaustive survey 
of the subject. He provides an excellent critique of the 
theory of Geopolitics. He promptly points out the 
distortions of the subject and makes an objective analysis 
of its value to the statesmen and administrators. 



The most valuable part of his work is his application of 
the theory of Geopolitics to Indian setting. Very few had 
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attempted such an application during the forties when it 
was known only to a few scholars. The author recognises 
the enduring elements in the discipline of Geopolitics and 
points out how India can benefit by a careful 'study of this 
branch of knowledge. Dr Sastri unhesitatingly accepts the 
need for allotting the pertinent aspects of Geopolitics He 
quickly upholds the universal appeal of the Geopolitics 
and analyses superbly the development of Geopolitics since 
its origin. 

As mentioned earlier Dr. Srikantha Sastri treads on a 
slippery path. Many experts who have written on the 
controversial subject of Geopolitics have erred on way or 
other. Dr Sastri has tried to steer clear of the 
extremities and takes a balanced view. He has been 
successful to a great extent to free himself from the 
prejudices of several kinds in dealing with this topic. 
Equipped with vast experience in all branches of history 
he recognises the extreme views and the bias in th 
writings of various scholars regarding the development of 
Geopolitics. He stays above the regional as well as 
ideological prejudices. Thus he condemns the British 
imperial arguments as well as the Nazi interpretations. 



P r g 



Dr. Sastri's warning and forecasts reveal the presence of 
an astonishing foresight. This combination of sound 
scholarship, a strong sense of history and the prophetic 
value of his statements raises him to the stature of a 
Rishi (thinker far ahead of his generation). His patriotism 
does not make him blind to eternal values (ethical or 
accepted) and universal (global) principles. It is fortunate 
that he is not ideologically obsessed and insists that 
relevant lessons should be learnt, whether they are from 
the east or west. His patriotic stance does not dim his 
reliance on solid facts. Writing at a crucial period in the 
history of the county when national and other sentiments 
had overshadowed the horizon, he remains unruffled and his 
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writings reveal a remarkable level of impartiality. Though 
he sounds an idealist when he proposes an impracticable 
union of South and South East Asian nations he bases his 
arguments and proposals on hard realities. He stands on a 
firm footing of constitutional and legal realities and 
writes with a clear vision and understanding. Dr Srilcanta 
Sastri's writing like his other writings is bold and 
original. His scathing attacks were not limited to Nazi 
dictatorship and barbarism. 'He was equally critical of 
British imperialist policies particularly economic 
exploitations of India. His criticism of national state and 
emphasis on individual liberty indicates his 
foresightedness. 

The, author's opinions and proposals contain a mix of 
opposing ideologies. He admires several basic tenets of 
Marxism. But he subscribes to Gandhian nationalism and his 
idea of Government. He subscribes to Mahathma's concept of 
nation as! a spontaneous association and inter-action 
between diverse people. Finally a close study of this 
monograph reveals Dr. Sastri's open mind and his vast 
knowledge of history in his writing His wide sweep of 
knowledge is truly astounding. An acknowledged authority 
in ancient Indian history, an erudite scholar in the 
history of Karnataka, he is equally proficient while 
dealing with the various aspects of European history. He 
dedicated himself to the cause of history. Besides a mastery 
over several branches of history he had studied various 
other disciplines too. But inspite of his varied experience 
and unmatching erudition he is moderate in his views and 
modest in his assertions. What he stated once regarding his 
presentation and prediction holds good in case of his 
proposal on the future status of India. "New evidence might 
surface and upset my conclusions but that will remain to 
be in the future", with all his erudition and experience he 
is aware of his responsibilities and the dangers of 
irresponsible writing. He emphasised the duties of a 
historian and importance of reliance on facts. 
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"History will punish you if you say anything contrary to 
the facts. The people of the future who read your writings 
will laugh at you and say what absurdities he has written; 
what nonsense he has perpetrated. The true and 
conscientious historian must always safeguard his own and 
historical consciousness ". 

All those who are familiar with the life and works of Dr. 
S. Sriicanta Sastri and those who can perceive the wisdom of 
the present work will have no doubt that he has 
safeguarded his own historical consciousness with his 
daring assertions and his scintillating thoughts. With his 
vast and varied experience and uncompromising integrity, 
Dr. S. Sriicanta Sastri remains for ever an ideal to 
historians for all times to come. 

Mysore Dr. M. V. SRINIVAS 

www.snkanta-sastri.org 
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Geopolitics - its nature and history- 



Geopolitics as distinguished from political 
geography claims to be a new science and a new political 
philosophy and because of some spectacular results obtained 
by Dr. Haushofer's Geo-Political Institute at Munich, it 
has achieved a sensational value throughout the world. Its 
developments in recent times may have obscured its origin 
but the Geopolitical philosophy of the western 
imperialisms is but an aspect of European Civilisation, in 
Germany it is derived from the Kantian conception of 
internal concentration and self sufficiency and from the 
Hegelian doctrine of a Germanic mission and external 
domination. Stein, Clausewitz, Treitschlce and Bismarck 
developed Pan-Germanism into a dynamic political 
philosophy. On the doctrinal side, following Rittel and 
Humboldt, Friedrich Ratzel first laid down the specific 
principles of geo-politics (though it was Rudolf Kjell, a 
Swede, who was the,, first to use the term in 1917). In 
Ratzel's POLITICAL GEOGRAPHIC, published in 1997, we have 
the definite theory that Space and position determine the 
geographical value and the ultimate destiny of the people, 
Worked out according to the laws of scientific determinism. 
Regarding the importance of position Ratzel says that "a 

www.srikanta-sastri.org Page 20 



Geopolitics of India and Greater India (1943) by Dr S.Srikanta Sastri 

certain area, it's location being unchanged always 
transmits the same impulse to the states and nations, just 
as a stream enters a turbulent section of its course or 
resumes its quiet, even flow at some location." I The other 
factor space has always been the major aim of people's 
ambitions. All wars have been for the conquest of space. 
"Similar to the struggle for life, the basic aim of which 
is to gain space, the struggles of peoples are almost 
always struggles for the same object. In modern history, 
the reward for victory always was or meant to be a gain of 
territory". 2 The spacial effect on national character and 
history is of supreme importance. "The relationships of the 
different regions to the earth as a whole are not 
abstractions - they exist and are an active force now and 
for all time to come". 3 



Ratzel analyses the nature of the French, Spanish and 
British colonial activities according to the urge to 
conquer and the pioneer spirit existing either only in the 



British colonial activities according to the urge to 
conquer and the pioneer spirit existing either only in the 
elite or the masses or in both. He concludes that the 



5 



French empire in North America was the result of the urge 
of only a few leaders; the Spanish empire in America was 
due only to the spirit of the masses but the elite were 
indifferent. Therefore these two attempts at colonization 
failed, where as among the Anglo-Celts both the masses and 
the elite desired conquest and possessed the pioneering 
spirit. Therefore the British Empire flourished up to the 
close of the nineteenth century 4 . To obtain complete 
success in colonization and commercial expansion, 
f arsighted domination of space must be the objective of the 
statesman and the people should have the necessary 
adaptability and mobility. 

1. Ratzel : Politiaahe Geographic. 1897, Berlin, P. 180 

2. Ibid : P. 270 

3. Ibid : P. 250 

4. Ibid : P. 266 
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Geopolitics claims to have an organic conception of the 
state. It originates, develops and decays like any other 
organism. The material basis is the soil and the people 
possess a spiritual affinity with the land they inhabit. 
Only one political power can be supreme in the world at 
one time, the other powers are eclipsed and dominated by 
it. Apart from the physical basis, the human material 
cannot be ignored. In the modern world there are peoples 
without land and lands without people confronting each 
other, forming a geo-political slope. Therefore the organic 
expansion of the state is inevitable. 

H. J. Macicinder 5 elaborated further the geo-political 
concepts. He divided the world into four regions : the two 
monsoon land areas, one towards the Pacific and the other 
facing the Indian Ocean. The third region is the land of 
the Five Seas (the Caspian, the Black Sea, the 
Mediterranean, the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf). The 
fourth region is Europe. He considered the inner area of 
Eur-Asia (Eastern Russia, Siberia and central Asia) the 
pivot of world politics for the great migration of nomadic 
tribes started from this region. But it is the huge 
crescent embracing Great Britain, South Africa, Australia, 
U,S,A.. Canada and Japan. 

The ideas of Ratzel and Macicinder have been further 
developed by Walter Vogel and Richard Hartshorne 7 . Otto 
Maull 8 asserts that economic penetration is a perfect 
substitute for a real military domination and Drs. Schacht 
and Funic have given practical effect to this theory by 
preparing 



5. H. J. Macicinder : Democratic Ideals and Reality - A Study in 

Reconstruction. 1919, 1942 

6. Walter Vogel : Politiche Geographic und Geopolitik, 1909 - 1934 

7. R. Hartshorne : Recent Developments in Political Geography. 

American Political Science Review. 1935 

8. Otto Maull : Das Wesen der Geopolitik, 1936 
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The ground for political conquest by economic domination 
in the Baltic and Balkan Regions. It was Rudolf Kjeller 
however who first used the term 'geo-politiic' and whose 
work "Staten som lifsform" is of utmost importance for the 
recent developments of geopolitics. He recognises five 
divisions of political science : Krato-politik-the legal 
organisation of the power of the state; Geo-politik-the 
state as a realm in space; Demo-politic-dealing with the 
forms of political organisation of the masses; Geo-politik- 
the organisation of the production and consumption of 
goods; and Socio-politik. The states are living organisms 
and the struggle for space is the main ambition of the 
state to become united with the soil 9 . Vitally strong states 
with a limited area of sovereignty are dominated by the 
categorical political imperative to enlarge their area by 
colonization, by union with other states or by conquests of 
different types. This expansion as a means of self 
preservation means the extermination of small states even 
as primitive people are isolated, exterminated or driven t 



the periphery in an expanding World of Culture. 



org 



The doctrine of "Vital space" is cardinal to the Haushofer 
School Karl Haushofer 10 , a scholar and soldier with a 
profound knowledge of the Far East, definitely converted 
political geography into geopolitics. Political geography 
represents the science of the distribution of political 
power by and its dependence on the surface features climate 
and cover. But geopolitics is dynamic, "a way of educating 
the masses in the concept of space", and therefore a 
different study. The Geopolitical institute founded by 
Haushofer in 1924 in its organ "ZEITSCHRIFT FUR GEO- 
POLITIK" thus states the objects and methods of 
geopolitics. 



9. Kjeller : Staten som lifsform (Der Staat als lebensform) 

10. See Bibliography 
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"Geo-politik is the science of the determination and 
conditioning of the political development of the earth. 
Broad based in geography, especially political geography, 
it is the science of spatial organisms and their structure. 
Terrestrial space provides the frame for geo-politik 
within which political processes must proceed if they are 
to have permanence. Sooner or later spatial relations 
assert themselves. Geopolitik will furnish the implements 
to political action and be a guide to political life. It 
becomes a technology capable of leading practical politics 
to action, Geopolitik will and must become the geographical 
conscience of the state". 

Kjeller considered war an experimental field for 
geopolitics. The recourse to war as a means to adjust the 
frontiers is implicit in the classification of frontiers 
adopted by Haushofer - for aggression, ambush, balance, 
protection and strategy. Dr. Burgdorfer, the greatest 
expert in population problems takes over the old idea of 
oppressing areas of low and high demographic pressure 
confronting one another in a "geo-political slope" and thus 
defines his theory of "Vital space". "Geo-politiic is one of 
the most powerful weapons in the struggle for a more just 
distribution of the vital spaces of the earth, a 
distribution based on the capacity to work and the cultural 
achievements of peoples rather than settlements imposed by 
force". Haushofer united within the space concept the ideas 
of national sufficiency and Germanic mission abroad. He has 
marked out the areas where Germanic culture has been in 
the ascent in Europe and divided the land area into two 
parts : the East-West axis and North-South axis crossing 
each other in Central Germany. Haushofer's North-South 
axis found political expression in the erstwhile Rome- 
Berlin axis. The East-West axis was to a limited extent 
represented by the Tokyo - Berlin axis but it is well 
known how Haushofer's dictum of a strong alliance with 
Russia as 
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absolutely necessary for Germany was ignored by Hitler 
with dire results for the Reich. The Germanic theories of 
geopolitics have fascinated the minds of the British, 
American, French, Italian and Japanese statesmen 11 . 
Geopolitics has been elevated to a mysticism professing to 
go beyond the mere science of geography. Alfred Hettner 12 , 
the foremost authority on geopolitical methods and 
objectives asserts that "The geographers must make the 
transition between scientific and political thinking". 
Geopolitics has been, converted to power-politics. It has 
become so de-humanized that many political thinkers are 
unwilling to concede it the name of science. Space and 
power are not the sole factors that have dictated the 
foreign policy, military strategy, economic expansionism 
and social organisation. Geopolitics professes not to 
exclude the human elements but it insists that since the 
physical configuration of the earth is the only constant 
development of nations should follow the laws 




of nature as determined by the geographical features. The 
human material is variable and adaptable and hence does 
not provide as accurate a guide as the environment which 
is not so easily changed, in spite of the rapid means of 
communications and mutual contacts between nations. All 
historical movements can be explained by "blood and mud" - 
the conservative forces of nature and the revolutionary 
attitude of man to overcome the limits imposed by nature. 

There is a considerable element of truth in the 

geopolitical emphasis on space. It was long ago recognized 

by Aristotle, Mentesquien, Bodin, Buckle, Seligman, 
Cunningham 



r g 



11. See bibliography 

12. Alfred Hettner : Die geographic : Thre Geaohiohte, ihr Wesen und 

ihre Methode, 1927 
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and others that the geographical location, structure, 
climate and natural! resources influence political 
evolution. Willoughby however denied that a definite 
territory is an indispensable attribute of the state, for 
even nomadic people possessing a political organisation can 
constitute a state. But this is no longer true of the 
modern world. The connection between the people and the 
land has become so close that each nation has its own 
characteristics, in the past the natural barriers separated 
and isolated peoples who were small in numbers and poor in 
engineering ability. The great civilisations and empires of 
the ancient world rose and flourished in the fertile river 
valleys of the Nile, the Euphrates and the Tigres, the 
Indus and the Ganges, the Hoang Ho and the Yangtisikiang. 
The climate also affects the birth rate, the age of 
maturity, temperament and the stamina of the people. The 
natural resources-vegetable, mineral and animal have been 
of great importance. Political parties and organisations, 
theories and practical enactments may follow geographical 
lines and even the general aspects of nature influence 



society. 

But geopolitics as developed in Germany is a pseudoscience. 
It ignores some of the most important elements of culture 
that enter into political geographies, namely, morality, 
decency, justice and fairness, it is a deliberate distortion 
of the facts of history, economics, politics and 
geographical relations. The so called laws of geopolitics 
have no absolute validity. They are mere trends relatively 
important to particular states. Kjeller himself admits that 
"Science stops and Belief begins". In practical politics it 
has led to the doctrine of might opposed to democratic 
moral rights 13 . In a sense it is a reversion to Kautilya's 
dictum that the neighbouring state is a potential enemy. 



b 



13. Isaiah Bowman: Geography versus geopolitics. The Geographical 
Review, October, 1942 
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"bad neighbour" policy cuts at the root of the moral basis 
of democracy, namely the consent of the governed and the 
respect for the rights of the individual, war and greed 
have to be rationalized as "the inevitabilities of 
geopolitics". 

Regarding the specific theories and methods supposed to be 
peculiar to geopolitics, we care say that the doctrine of 
"Organic frontiers" may have some justification in an 
organic theory of the state, but it is easily made an excuse 
for barefaced territories! expansion as was done by Curzon 
who wanted to f ix the western frontier of India near the 
Persian Gulf . The history of the north west frontier of 
India clearly shows the futility of trying to establish 
frontiers by force instead of trusting to gradual change by 
peaceful and natural means. The totalitarian governments 
have followed on the footsteps of British empire builders. 
The dogma of Ratzel regarding ',Lebensraum" has been 
proved to be unsound 14 . Though German geopolitics considers 
the air factor, it's relation to economic and industrial 
strength is ignored. The frontiers depend more on 
international cooperation and understanding than on 
geographical factors and virtues. But to Maull the frontier 
is merely an abstraction, a hiatus between power-political 
conditions. To him the only objective reality is the 
growing state and it's dynamic life, "defying international 
law and treaties". As to the "Scientific method" in 
geopolitical study, Maull's Politische Geographic 
mechanically puts facts into a series and invents mnemonic 
schemes. The nations are classified by area and population. 
Liberia and Norway are included in the same group and 
Afghanistan and Chile are equalised. The so-called colonial 
quotients are equally misleading, e.g. England 8.4, Germany 
0.2 15 . 



14. K. R. Kuczynskri: Living Space and Population Problems, 1940 

15. H. W. Weigert: Haushofer and the Pacific. Foreign Affairs 

July 1942 P 732 
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Amongst the various factors that influence political 
evolution the physical environment, the economic 
conditions, race and nationality, conflict and war, social 
institutions, great personalities, religion, scientific 
knowledge, political theories, cooperation and imitation, 
geopolitics errs in emphasizing the importance of the first 
four categories and in ignoring the rest. Political 
geography at least considered itself a part of human 
geography - a discipline to analyse, classify and compare 
particular states. But German geopolitics has undergone a 
sinister change ignoring the role of cooperation, mutual 
under-standing and benefit. However the value of 
geopolitics cannot be totally denied for it continues to 
animate the imperialisms. Admitting the limitations of 
geopolitical methods and philosophy, we propose here to 
apply some of these considerations, liberalized, humanized 
and synthesized with the time concept, to the future 
development of an independent India and the Far East 
within a supra national union, which itself will be a par 



of the cooperative World commonwealth. 



OTg 
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The General nature of Political Development 



org 



The fundamental problem of political science is to 
reconcile the mutually antagonistic elements in the modern 
state - the liberty of the individual with the authority of 
the state, the need for political security with the 
necessities of international trade and exchange, 
nationalism with ever-growing world Communications, 
sovereignty with the protection of culture, associatio 
with the rest of the world with the retention of the power 
to work: out one's own national destiny. Geopolitics as it is 
at present attempts to give a simple and sure solution but 
it has led to illusion, power politics and worldwide misery. 
The ultimate considerations must be spiritual and moral. 
Justice and cooperation can be achieved only on the basis 
of Truth and Non-violence. 

In the development of states the role played by 
geographical factors can be too much emphasized but it 
cannot be denied that the destiny of a country is moulded 
as much by the geophysical structure as by the people. 
Naval powers like Athens, Phoenicia and England, the land 
powers like Sparta, Macedonia, Rome and Germany, country 
states and city states, industrial and rural economies, 
capitalism and socialism - in fact all the material aspects 
of human development depend upon geo3ra,rlry. It may be 
contended that the moral forces are equally important. 
Admitting the superior 
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claims of the spiritual and moral forces, yet it should be 
conceded that morality in practice has differed according to 
time, space and circumstance. Private morality does not 
function with the same degree of certainty in a wider 
impersonal world. The difference is not only in the 
technique but in what may be called the cumulative 
pressure of environment. Power-it's nature, limits, methods 
and ends forms the current coinage of politics. Power has 
two aspects - moral force and physical violence and the 
capacity of the former to control the latter depends in 
philosophy of life whose discipline has been long exercised 
and by a process of mimesis induces certain habits of 
thought and feeling Such a philosophy is of course not yet 
universal nor without exceptional application even within 
a small community. A "Christian" way of life was supposed 
to prevail wherever western civilization had established 
itself according to the idealists of lgth century. It stood 
not for the revolutionary teachings of Jesus but for self - 
complacency and smugness. The institutional religions 
trading on the fear of eternal punishment induced a 
fatalism. It was followed by a reaction in the shape of a 
thorough materialistic interpretation of human activities, 
first in the economic and political spheres and then in 
psychology and other branches of knowledge. Art, 
philosophy and religion shared the same fate. The attempt 
to foist on the people a spurious standard of religion and 
morality was bound to lower the standard of civilisation as 
a whole. It is no wonder that an intolerable tension was 
created between the spiritual and material, the moral ideal 
and political reality. Progress was once assumed to be 
infinite and it was hoped that the increase in power, 
abundance and interdependence would spread the blessings 
of western civilization all over the globe. In the 
twentieth century that power has been abused, abundance 
goes with scarcity, interdependence exists side by side with 
exaggerated nationalism. Poverty, drudgery and isolation 
have obtained 
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greater significance now because the economic and 
industrial revolution in the 19th century seemed to 
inaugurate a golden era of plenty and security. Some 
potent force however stood in the way. international 
cooperation became a dream; the increase in transport 
facilities did not bring an equidistribution of the 
necessities of life and political isolation became more 
marked than ever. 

Our present concern is not so much with the ultimate moral 
basis of an international order but with the more specific 
economic and political basis of an Indian Supra - National 
union. The main factors to be considered are l) Territory 2) 
Population 3) Government 4) Sovereignty and 5) Law. These 
suggest the problems that an independent India will have 
to face. Territory implies the existence of a geographical 
unity, in modern parlance "a place in sun", "a living 
space". The natural resources, climate, the means of 
communication, irrigation, harbours and sea-lanes etc 
should be reviewed in the light of legitimate self 



ore 



sufficiency and expansion. Political unity must coincide 
with geographical unity as far as possible in a unitary or 
federal form of government. Population suggests the 
problems of race, religion, language, social habits and 
customs, the military strength to defend and expand, the 
earning power, standard of life, education, the rights of 
minorities and so forth. Government stands for the 
machinery that enforces the will of the people internally 
on the individual and externally it is the visible symbol 
of national unity. The organisation, function and aims of 
government may assume different forms. Sovereignty 
inspite of the controversies about it still possesses a 
glamour though the best minds have come to recognise that 
under modern conditions there can never be undisputed, 
undivided absolute sovereignty. Finally law - national and 
international, regulating the activities of the people with 
moral or physical sanctions will come in for intensive 
consideration. 
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India and Greater India - Territory- 



Indian history has not always been the story of only that 
piece of earth's surface now called India. The ancient 
historians of our country divided the whole earth into 
seven regions, specially concentrating their attention on 
what is called Jambu Dvipa which stands for all southern 
Asia where Indian culture had spread through cultural 
penetration 16 . Bharata Khanda was but a part of this 
cultural empire which had lasted for nearly five thousand 
years and especially in the first millennium of the 
Christian era the cultural and commercial contacts were 
very close because geographically the Arabian Sea, the 
Indian Ocean and the Bay of Bengal are the high ways 
naturally affiliated to India in the centre. Geopolitical 
considerations as well as historical claims can be advanced 
to show that from the Hindukush and Afghanistan in the 
west to lndo-China, Siam, Java, Bali, Sumatra, Borneo, 
Malaya and Philippines in the east, from the Himalayas in 
the north to Ceylon in the south, the whole region is 
culturally and economically homogeneous. Geopolitics 
dictates that in the struggle between a sea power and a 
land power, the use of land based aircraft may be a 
decisive factor even if the sea - power attempts to 
blockade a land fortress. In Sparta and medieval Europe 
the land armies proved to be formidable but with the 
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16. See the publications of the Greater India Society, Calcutta 
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improvements in the technique of war, the sea power 
obtained for a time the ascendency. However Nathan's 
conclusion regarding the influence of sea power in history- 
have proved to be of limited applications 17 . The events in 
Europe and the Pacific shows that even the island to island 
strategy requires the predominance of land armies assisted 
by the most modern types of aircraft. Therefore strategic 
considerations demand that an independent India must form 
a compact union with all the countries of South Eastern 
Asia up to the natural frontiers. 

The problem of living space cannot be dismissed as a 
fantasy of an aggressive mentality. The Berlin - Rome Axis 
claimed that Germany and Italy constitute a solid bloc of 
150 million people from the Baltic to Libya. The Anglo - 
French bloc from the North Sea to Tunis has a population 
of about 120 millions. Japan (including Manchuria) had in 
1939, 1.5 % of world space; Germany 0.5 % the British 26 % 
U.S.A. 7.2 % China 7.7 % France 9.2 % Russia 15.7 % The 
mere possession of territory without talcing into 
consideration the fertility of the soil, climate and natural 
resources, is not of great importance. The Japanese leader 
Koichiro Ishihara 18 who is one of the organizers of the Toa 
Kensetsu Koicunin Rehman (the League for the construction 
of Eastern Asia) and who has preached the new gospel of 
building Japan's hegemony in Asia through a policy of 
action, says that Japan's population makes up 5 percent of 
the world's population but her territory amounts to one 
halt of 1 %. The decaying white man is exploiting 85 
percent of world's territory where as Japanese industrial 
expansion is checked by quotas and tariffs; emigration is 
barred; Manchuria has not been profitable because of the 
climate and cheap Chinese labour competing 



17. Nathan / GeoPolitics of the Pacific Pacific Affairs, 1942 
IB. Ishihara .- Tenkan NrPPon No Jinro, 1940, Tokyo 
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with the Japanese. China is like a girl who has lost her 
virginity; her favours go to the strong and wealthy. She 
must be awakened to her sense of decency and duty. In 
Europe there is a civil war between the white races 
leading to the destruction of the western civilisation. The 
Asiatic peoples must rejoice over this self - destruction. 
The effete white- man has no future in Asia. Japan can 
easily build oriental co-prosperity sphere in Eastern Asia 
which includes Japan, Manchuria, China, Thailand, lndo- 
China, Malaya, Netherlands & India. British Borneo, New 
Guinea, Philippines, Australia, New Caledonia, Portuguese, 
Timer and Russian Maritime Provinces. Outside this nucleus 
New Zealand, Burma, Siberia, East of Lake Baikal should be 
added and further South America, the United States, India, 
Iran, Arabia, Eastern and South Africa should be 
commercially developed by Japan. The Whiteman may be 
assigned Northern Canada, Western Siberia, Russian 
Turkestan, Europe and Western Africa (including the Sahara 
Desert). The New Eastern Asia Bloc will include more than 
700 million people and more than 24 million square 



million people and more than 24 million square 
kilometres of territory. 

The economic potentialities of colonies have been fully 
realised by the western imperialisms. In 1937 mother 
countries received from their colonies raw materials to the 
following values in millions of Marks ; France - 1042, 
England-900, Holland - 206, Belgium - 158, Italy - 46, 
Portugal - 29, Spain - 27. The former German colonies 
would have supplied Germany with about 600 million Marks 
worth of raw materials 19 . 

Potentially the natural resources of India and Greater 
India are so vast that all the needs of the peoples can be 
satisfied if a systematic exploitation is undertaken as in 
Russia. 



b 



19. Wirtschaft und Statistik, 1939. 

Sattiatiaches Jahrbuch fur das Deutsche Reich 1938 P 148 
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The soil is mostly fertile, the climate more or less 
equable, the people willing to work. India can be self - 
sufficient except perhaps for oil and rice and even these 
deficiencies can be made up by improvement in agriculture 
and water power. 

The various handicaps imposed by nature and man like the 
poor soil in some parts, inadequate rain-fall, poverty and 
ignorance of the peasants, the, lack: of an organised system 
of production, distribution, exchange and transport can be 
overcome only by planning on a geopolitical basis. 
Independent India therefore will have no other interests 
than political security, mutual benefit and cultural 
cooperation in forming an Indian Supra - National Union 
extending from the coast of Africa and the Hinduicush to 
the South China Sea. Just as in the early centuries of her 
history India had been a colonizing power solely for 
culture and reciprocal trade. India of the future will have 
the same mission in South Asia. o r\ 0+-t*-f /"\"t*/>' 
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Industrialization in India has hither to been on no 
definite plan and from the geopolitical point of view 
beneficial only to a foreign power. The struggle for 
securing adequate protection to Indian industries has been 
long and bitter. The present war conditions have given a 
little impetus to certain industries directly necessary f 
or the war, but the sinister moves of corporations like the 
U.K.C.C backed by the imperial power are clear indications 
of the fact that accelerated pace at present will not be 
kept up. If there is any illusion still lingering in the 
minds of certain Indians that the handful of "Bevin Boys" 
will work an industrial miracle, as in Russia, the British 
attitude expressed in the memorable phrases "What we have, 
we hold", "I am not here to preside over the liquidation of 
the Empire", "I am not ashamed of the word Empire" should 
be enough to dispel that illusion. Therefore the conclusion 
is inescapable that only complete independence is the only 
hope of ! Indian industrial rehabilitation. 
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A connected problem will be the proper location of the 
industries according to economic and strategic needs. The 
present transport system of India was primarily designed 
for military and strategic purposes. Economic needs come a 
long way behind. The improvements in the methods and pace 
of transport will release the industries to a very great 
extent from the thraldom of the necessity to establish an 
industry with a view to cheapness of transport, access to 
raw materials and markets. It is too much to expect that 
peace and international security will ensue immediately 
after this war. Therefore the vital industries should be 
established not only in such regions where raw materials, 
labour and facilities of transport are available but also 
with a view to strategic needs. Agriculture is no doubt tied 
to the more fertile tracts of land but even here by proper 
planning it is possible to avert the threat of starvation 
in case of blockade. When the present war threatened the 
big industrial regions in England and Russia, long 
established huge factories were bodily transported to 
America and the far east to save them from total 
destruction. The busiest centres of manufacture at present 
in India are bunched up either near sea coast or in certain 
small localities providing vulnerable targets. There is no 
reason why an independent India should not relocate its 
vital industries inland under the protection of the natural 
fort walls like the Himalayas or the Vindhyas where 
adequate water and power can be harnessed. 

Another important consideration is the necessity to 
maintain the unity and compactness endowed by nature and 
culture. The attempts to vivisect India into Pakistan, 
Sikhistan, Azad Punjab, Dravidistan etc, can have no 
justification on geopolitical grounds. It has been clearly 
demonstrated by various writers that such schemes - apart 
from their political weakness, can have no validity on 
economic or cultural grounds. The Indian states in another 
way represent the same problem. Buttressed by a foreign 
imperialism extravagant claims are put forward about their 
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so called sovereignty and different cultural traditions to 
justify their non-mergence into India as a whole, such 
claims are bound to disappear with the withdrawal of the 
foreign power but at least for some time a fight would be 
put up by the vested interests. The Indian princes will not 
willingly surrender and the foreign power will not scrap 
the so called treaties and sanads. Short of military 
coercion and the threat of civil war the only effective 
method of reducing their resistance would be by the 
enforcements of economic sanctions by an independent 
Central Government. The claim that the peoples of the 
states are so enamoured of the benefits conferred by the 
paternal rule of the princes that they would be prepared 
to resist any attempt to impose an artificial unity cannot 
stand examination. The peoples of the states are tired of 
their double slavery. The one certain method of compelling 
these anachronistic islands of feudalism to march with the 
rest of the country would be on the principle enunciated 
by Ratzel that economic penetration can be a perfect 
substitute for a real domination. Drs. Schacht and Funic 
prepared the ground for the military conquest of the 
Balkan states by thorough economic penetration. Most of 
the revenues of these Indian states are drawn from 
agriculture. A fiscally autonomous central government can 
so manipulate the exchange system and mortgage the 
industrial future of these states , so that the peasants 
will be roused against the artificial barriers and conclude 
first an economic and then a political anschlunss. 
Especially where the revenues of the maritime Indian 
states depend on customs duties, this method is even more 
efficacious. Such economic totalitarianism seems to be 
necessary to break down the separatist tendencies. 
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POPULATION 



The population of India is not evenly distributed 
primarily because it is overwhelmingly agricultural and 
ence tied to the more fertile parts. Further it is 
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creasing at a rapid rate, but there is no conclusive 
evidence that India if properly exploited is incapable of 
providing the means of subsistence to even a bigger 
population. The standard of living has been increasing but 
not in the same proportion as the population. It has been 
the fashion with certain Indian economists to lay the blame 
on certain habits of thought and customs supposed to be 
peculiar to India - lack of a sense of the dignity of 
manual labour, wasteful social and religious obligations, 
false sense of prestige, habits of hoarding, 
conservativeness, the desire for large families etc. These 
wise - acres forget the real facts of geopolitics. The 
charge of "anti - social" has been levelled by anti - 
socialists, afraid to suggest radical! remedies. The 
following regarding the distribution of population per 
square kilometre in various countries of the world tell an 
eloquent tale. The German empire occupying 0.5 % of the 
world area and 4% of world population has a density of 135 
per square kilometre. Japan with Manchuria has 1.5% of 
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area and 0.4% of population with a density of 69.1 per sq. 
km. China has 7.7 % of world area, 24.4 % of population and 
a density of 42.2. The British empire occupies 26 % of the 
earth's surface with 24.64 % of world population and 
density of 15 per sq km. U.S.A. with 7.2 % of area has 6.8 % 
of population with a density of 15 per sq km. Italy with 
2.8 % of world area has 2.5 % of population with a density 
of 13.9. France with 9.2 % of area has 5 .2 % of population 
with a density of 9. Soviet Russia occupies 15.7 % of area 
with 8 % of population and density of 81 per sq km 20 . 
Britain is now realising that a declining population and 
birth-rate constitute a national danger and therefore in 
the post-war period every encouragement should be given to 
increase the birth rate. This of course has been the 
declared policy of totalitarian countries which by various 
devices-taxing the bachelors and married couples with few 
children, providing cheap accommodation, propaganda against 
birth-control, penalising the deliberate production of 
sterility and abortion etc. have raised the level of 
population. Therefore the relative density of population in 
India and the increasing birth-rate need not cause alarm 
provided the economic maladjustment is abolished. There is 
no known method by which we can with certainty determine 
the optimum population for a country on a demographic 
basis. 

Further, the subsistence level is not the sole criterion 
for the recent events have proved that small states are 
weak states and the capacity to defend the country depends 
in no small measure upon the labour adequate enough to 
produce war material and provide active combatants. The 
capacity of Indian soldiers has been proved beyond all 
doubt in the 



20 Kuhn, Staemmler, and Burgdorfer, Enbkunde, Rassenpflage, 
Bevolkerun geopolitik 1936. 
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imperial wars (though when it suits British propaganda, it 
is asserted that only a few so called martial races are f it 
for modern warfare). The Indian Union must build up a 
truly invincible national army, navy and air force to 
defend herself. A national defence force will provide 
employment directly and indirectly for at least l/lOth of 
the population. 

Labour for industrial and nation - building activities 
depends upon the population, social customs, mobility and 
sufficient inducement. We are familiar with the complaints 
that Indian labour is ill or unorganised, periodic 
conservative, immobile, unskilled, poorly educated, lacking 
in stamina and in short "poor black: trash" [Japan has given 
an adequate answer to such charges of industrial and 
military efficiency of oriental people]. The critics 
conveniently forget that the lack of organisation is due to 
the hostility towards industrial associations, that the 
periodicity of employment is due to the lack of prope 
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coordination of agriculture, cottage industries and 
factories, that conservativeness is the result of an alien 
and sketchy system of education and immobility the result 
of the absence of adequate transport, the paucity of skilled 
labour due to deliberate exclusion from advanced 
technological training and the lack of stamina the result 
of chronic under-employment and under-nourishment. The 
root cause is of course the absence of any national plan 
and of a capacity to implement it. In this age of machinery, 
labour, given enough time and opportunity will become 
highly skilled. 

Neither is there in India a lack of real capital, for in 
spite of the inflationary monetary policy of the 
government, India is a creditor country and once political 
security and independence are assured, the capital 
investments are bound to increase. But Great Britain still 
remains the chief customer of India and in the post-war 
period the British statesmen hope that India should rely 
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mainly on British capital goods, confining herself to the 
production of raw materials. It is difficult to see why- 
India should be eternally bound only to such occupations 
yielding low incomes while the ruling power preserves for 
itself the more profitable industries. The indispensability 
of British capital is as much a myth as of British skill. 
Russia practically dispensed with foreign credits and 
within two decades dumped into first rank: among industrial 
nations, with the assistance of only a few foreign hired 
experts. 

From the geopolitical point of view therefore, the economic 
interests demand that the population should not be 
artificially reduced but that a free economy should prevail 
throughout the Indian Supra - National Union. Burma, 
lndo-china, Thailand etc, have problems similar to those of 
India. The population of this will be about 600 Millions 
knit together by common interests. 

wwwsri jxii2--S2Lsiri or*? 

This zone will have intimate relations with the Mongolian 
and Russian Blocs, with a total population of 1500 millions 
occupying 40 % of the world area 21 . 



21. See Appendix 
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GOVERNMENT 
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No one writing on the post-war systems of government can 
escape the dilemma of being considered a visionary given t 
wishful thinking or his practical suggestions may b 
rendered obsolete by the unexpected march of events. It is 
impossible to forecast the capacity of individual nations to 
enforce law and order or the form of a world organisation 
to abolish international wars. The war-time professions of 
faith and works are likely to be discarded as soon as their 
use as propaganda is over. The unity enforced by military 
necessity now cannot be expected to survive the exigencies 
of peace. Any attempt to maintain even the military 
cooperation of the allies in the period of peace-making for 
the coercion directly or indirectly of the defeated and 
neutral nations will bring it's nemesis. It would be even 
more futile to continue the present war-economy so as to 
cover all the other countries not included in the present 
war. To expect that the economic and military organisations 
of the war can somehow be adapted to the conditions of 
peace so that in some distant future the fruits of peace 
may be grown from the seed of war is a fatal mistake. 
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It has been seriously suggested that the present Co- 
operation in war is a valuable instrument for co-operation 
in Peace Settlement and can be extended to the whole world 
according to practical needs. E. H. Carr 22 suggests that 
there should be no attempt to pacify the world immediately 
but that the peace efforts should be confined only to Such 
countries where there is the will and power to enforce 
Cooperation. The failure of the League of Nations has been 
attributed to the fact that it attempted too much. It may be 
equally argued that the League failed because it was 
prevented by the few Big powers from going far enough. 
The British Statesmen have dismissed the Atlantic Charter 
as only a statement of Certain broad Principles, committing 
nobody to any particular detail. Any constitution must as, 
Burice phrased it, be like a vestment which accommodates 
itself to the body. But it does not mean that a tailor is to 
be dispensed with. Self-determination and sovereignty may 
be mythical in international matters but they are hard 
realities to certain nations. The scheme of two zones 
Asiatic and European will be but an inflated version of 
the British Empire. The satellite countries will be 
expected to cluster round Some strong power, sacrificing 
their autonomy and self determination for the sake of 
security. No lasting workable partnership can be 
established on such a basis of inequality. Economic 
nationalism may be disastrous but this is not always true 
of political supra-nationalism. ! It is possible to argue 
that even federalism is the enemy of culture for history 
shows that the greatest cultural progress of the nation 
has occurred in those epochs when the national feeling was 
at its height. Nationalism has been made the scape-goat but 
it is forgotten that universalism may also beget nihilism 
and authoritarianism. A new totalitarianism, more 
comprehensive and efficient, 



22. E. t. Garr: Conditions of peace 1941. 
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trying to impose order on others, with no creative force in 
itself could be a worse menace to culture than the present 
nationalisms. Self-preservation will be the law of 
individuals as of institutions so long as there is any self 
left to preserve. 

The way out of this dilemma will be by the creation of 
Supra-National Unions 23 . The Indian Supra-National Union 
will be more flexible than a federation and more rigid 
than a confederation, with clearly defined powers. Each 
component part of the union may choose its own form of 
internal government through duly elected constituent 
assemblies, on the principle of self-determination. Self- 
determination may not always coincide with nationalism nor 
does it possess an absolute sacrosanct value as "an 
imperative principle of action". Geopolitical considerations 
demand that there must be a considerable degree of fluidity 
whereas a rigid interpretation of self-determination is 
raught with danger. It can be a power force for political 
and social disintegration and come into conflict with 
military and economic needs. The total war of modern times 
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affects even the neutral states. From the economic point of 
view self -determination is even less desirable. The 
economic blizzards and depressions do not stop short of the 
national frontiers. Therefore it being impossible to 
eradicate the passionate attachment to the principle of 
self-determination altogether, in the name of commonsense 
certain limitations to it should be recognised. Certain 
groups may be formed for particular purposes and the same 
or different individuals may form groups for other ends. 
This will mean the end of the present party system where 
the individuals are lumped together and dragooned for all 
the items of the party creed and also of the so-called 
autonomous units. Such inter locking of different parties 
may advance the cultural level of the individuals and the 
states. 



23. V. G. Krishna Murthi: Independent India and a New World Order, 1943 
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Within the sphere of the supra-national state which itself 
is based upon broad cultural, economic and political needs 
common to all the races, units and religions, there is room 
for diversity but not for mutual exclusiveness. The 
problem of correlating one supra-national state with 
another in a world cooperative commonwealth may require a 
different machinery of government. The unitary or federal 
governments 

within a supra-national state will be more workable in the 
near future than a blanket new world order smothering all 
countries. Carr argues that the principle of self- 
determination is applicable only in a limited measure to 
Europe where the need will be for larger military and 
economic units while retaining the existing or smaller 
units for other purposes. But in Asia and Africa there 
should be Balkanization with devolution of powers and a 
variety of local administration rooted in local needs but 
the inter-continental military and economic units should 
be retained presumably under the "trusteeship" of the 
European nations. Extrality, mandates, spheres of influence 
and other camouflage terms for imperialism will remain 
for the purpose of an expansionist European economy. 



Carr however forgets that the prestige of the European 
powers has been shattered beyond repair at Hong Kong, 
Tientsin, Singapore, in Burma and India so that not all the 
king's horses and men can put Humpty-Dumpty together 
again. Asiatic "cunning" will always be more than a match 
to European cupidity and hypocrisy. 

It is idle to dream of lulling the eastern countries to a 
sense of security and equality under the aegis of some 
European power or other. 
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Specifically we are concerned with British imperialism as 
manifested in India and the Far East. The apologists of 
British Empire like Edgar Snow 24 and W. M. Macmillan 25 are 
anxious to demonstrate that only 4 Pounds of British 
income comes from India, that India absorbs only about 2 % 
of British exports and that really the British will not 
lose much if India is granted independence. The magic of 
the British 'way' with the backward people has however 
been demonstrated to be sleight of hand tricks of the trade 
(literally). 

The extravagant expressions of loyalty in this war as in 
the last by the vested interests have been taken as 
tributes to British impartiality and philanthropy and 
exploited to discredit dissentient majority parties. But it 
is forgotten that even the most 'loyal' expect that in 
return for their co-operation their rights would be 
recognised even to the extent of staging 'a night of long 
knives' against their opponents. The League of Nations 
rejected the principle of racial equality put forward by 
the Japanese delegates but it created mandatories as 'a 
sacred trust of civilisation'. The nemesis has followed. 

Therefore the administrative system of the British Empire 
provides no model for the Indian supra National Union. We 
must evolve a different organisation suited to the genius 
of Asiatic people. The connection with European nations has 
been only of a hundred and fifty years duration-a mere 
bagatelle when compared with the millenniums of history 
of the Asiatic countries. The alien people, alien language, 
religion and philosophy have not brought about any real 
synthesis with the west. Therefore alien institutions 
cannot 



24. Edgar Snow: The Scorched Earth 1942 

25. W. M. Macmillan: Democratise the Empire 1941 
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be imitated wholesale. The suggested remedies such as 
dominion status with the right of secession, colonial 
representation in an imperial Parliament at Westminster, 
an enlarged civil service etc. are mere palliatives worse 
than useless, The government of the Indian Supra National 
Union will be a strong confederation of federations 
preserving the national autonomous republics but 
integrating them into a democratic government for certain 
specific purposes. The economic and social problems to be 
solved by this Supra-National Union will be of a different 
character from those of other Supra-National Unions. It 
will be an organic league of nations in miniature with 
clearly defined legislative, executive and judicial powers. 
We cannot afford to repeat the mistakes of the past. 

Any hegemony is in danger of becoming either too 
authoritarian or too loose. No unit can be kept in 
subjection forever and at the same time an inorganic union 
in which each and every individual has no sense of his 
direct responsibility may prove disastrous. Therefore 
without attempting to formulate a comprehensive scheme of 
government (for such a scheme must depend on numerous 
factors to be considered in constituent assemblies) certain 
practical measures may be suggested, first to dispel any 
fear of exploitation of one country by another and second 
to enable these countries to estimate the cost and sacrifice 
necessary to achieve such a supra-national union. 

Political independence is of course the first necessity. 
Arising out of it is the need to make the whole union as 
well as the component units feel so strong that no other 
state or supra-national union can hope to attack it. 
Therefore the cost of maintaining the military supremacy 
of the union must be the first charge on the revenues of 
the component states in an agreed proportion. It will 
correspondingly entail an obligation to permit every unit 
to have an effective voice in matters of foreign policy. A 
central executive has to be set up to secure the revenues 
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allotted for defence. Thus a central legislative body for 
the discussion of vital subjects will be necessary. The 
legislature will be elected by universal suffrage and 
secret ballot. A supra-national consolidated fund should be 
created and administered by a representative commission of 
financial experts. There will be other expert bodies for 
planning etc. The constitution should provide for 
fundamental rights and duties. The domestic issues in each 
state need not concern the supra-national union except 
when there is a threat to the security of the union. 
Burnhern 26 desires a managerial revolution creating a 
managerial society for abolishing capitalism and averting 
communism. The basic instruments of production -the 
resources of wealth and power should be directed by 
managers who will form a new ruling class like the 
commissars in Russia, Germany and U. S. A. He envisages 
three super states in Europe, America & the Far East. Even 
democracy itself can be managed and a new self-confidence 
will be created. But this distrust of communism ignores the 
fact that the economists of the capitalist countries are 
slowly and reluctantly coming to realise the fundamental 

27 

truths in Marxian economics. Joan Robinson has pointed 
out how the ideas of Karl Marx are being surreptiously 
adopted by the economists liice Keynes and Beveridge. For 
example the Marxian idea of a reserve army of the 
unemployed labour is found in Beveridge's work: on 
unemployment. The Marxian theory of the revolution of 
production to consumption is transformed by Keynes to 
explain trade cycles. Marx meant by socially necessary 
labour, not crude labour but labour as the sole creator of 
surplus values, the standard of measurement based on 
average labour. His other ideas regarding the ownership of 
capital by sleeping partners, the power of organised 
capital facing unorganised labour to secure 



26. Burnham: The Manegerial Revolution 1942 

27. Joan Bobinson: Essay on Marxian Economics 1942 
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surplus values for itself, the growing concentration of 
capital, the declining rate of profits, the weaknesses 
inherent in capitalism, the opportunities for thoroughly- 
organising labour etc. have found their way into the 
citadel of classical economics. The Marxian formula that 
investment is purchase without sales and saving is sales 
without purchase is reproduced in Keynes' saving- 
investment scheme. The Marxian analysis of the 
exploitation appears in the, guise of the modern theory of 
imperfect competition (Miss Robinson's monopause 
competition). Therefore it is too late in the day to strain 
at a gnat and swallow a camel. Only a thorough socialistic 
bias given to the government of the supra-national union 
will provide it with an organic and dynamic quality and 
make it truly democratic. 



www.srikanta-sastri.org 
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SOVEREIGNTY 



Sovereignty "a legal fiction", is the expression of the 
organised will of the people occupying a definite territory 
with a well established machinery of government. Jellineic, 
Laband and other German thinkers deny that sovereignty is 
an essential attribute of the state. Austin and Bodin 
owever held that sovereignty is indivisible and absolute 
d the foundation for all national laws and international 
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agreements. The growth of democracy meant the 
proclamation of the sovereignty of the people and the 
intensification of nationalism. Sovereignty implies self- 
determination recognised as a cardinal principle in the 
treaty of Versailles and in the constitution of the League 
of nations. But recent events have clearly demonstrated 
that absolute sovereignty does not exist either internally 
or externally. International agreements, economic forces, 
rapidity of communications and transport, intellectual 
movements have placed limitations on external sovereignty. 
The military capacity of the state, its strength, wealth and 
size practically limit or extend the sovereignty of a state. 
Internally also there are limitations imposed in the 
creation and application of laws and determining the 
political policy and methods. Absolute and unchanging 
sovereignty especially that imposed by a foreign power 
provokes rebellion and revolution. The juristic conception 
of 
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sovereignty is only of recent growth depending on consent 
and law instead of being the expression of {force and 
coercion as in early times. 

Therefore sovereignty and self-determination require to be 
reinterpreted divesting them much of their emotional 
content. The right of every nation and group to self- 
determination would be suicidal unless the corresponding 
obligations are acknowledged. If nationality and self- 
determination are identified; the organic quality of the 
nation is lost. If, however, the individual or a group is 
ignored, the individual will cannot find adequate 
expressions. In the lgth century it was assumed that any 
individual by voluntary action could become the citizen of 
any state he liked and therefore every state had the right 
to self-determination. But the failure of the League 
settlement which, it was claimed, created new states so as 
to include not more than 3 percent of the total population 
of the continent under alien rule, shows that the principal 
of self-determination was confused with that of nationality 
on the wrong analogy of the countries in the western half 
of Europe. In order to determine whether a nation is 
entitled to self determination, we must first ascertain 
what percentage of the population claims to be a nation and 
what exactly are their grievances? Soi-disant leaders 
exploiting communal animosities arrogate to themselves the 
position of the champions of particular wishes or interests 
existing mostly in their own imaginations. Unless there is 
a difinite unit-of race, territory, population, social and 
economic interests, there can be no rigid application of the 
theory of self-determinations. The economic and military 
considerations are paramount in modern times; neutrality 
is a myth for collective security does not exist. 

Regarding the right of secession based on the theory of 
self-determination, the expert body of international 
jurists appointed to inquire into the right of the Aland 
islands to break away from Finland reported that there was 
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no rule of positive international law to justify fractions 
of peoples by an act of their own will separating 
themselves from an established state. "The granting or 
refusing the right to a portion of the population of 
determining its political fate by plebiscite or by some 
other method is exclusively an attribute of the 
sovereignty of any definitely constituted state". The claim 
to secede is the essence of anarchy. Fragmentation may go 
so far as to become absurd. The individual legitimately 
desires that his group is free and independent but he also 
desires to play his part in a wider community of interests. 
Self-determination is therefore not such a simple 
principle it appeared to be. As Carr says "the existence of 
a more or less homogeneous racial or linguistic group 
bound together by a common tradition and the cultivation 
of a common culture must cease to provide a prima facie 
case for the setting up or the maintenance of an 
independent political unit". In India the criterion of race, 
language and culture distinguishing one set of people -the 
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Muslims, the Sikhs, Dravidians etc. does not, exist for 
these belong to many races, speak different languages like 
the majority but possess also a common tradition and 
history which have given a fundamental unity. Therefore 
there is even less justification in India for the 
vivisection of the country. Similar claims may be advanced 
in Burma, Siam, Indo-China etc. and by the Indian states 
ignoring military and economic considerations. Therefore 
the Indian Supra-National Union must preserve the 
geographical unity under some agreed form of government. 
To create confederations within each clearly defined 
geographical limits merely to placate self-styled leaders 
who exploit communal feelings and distort history would be 
suicidal. A confederation is a transitory form of 
government and history shows that the confederation of 
Switzerland, Netherlands, North Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
U. S. A. and Central America did not survive even for a 
decade but Soon broke up to make way for a federation or 
unitary form of government. "A confederation lacks 
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stability and permanence and its existence is precarious 
since it belongs to the component members to withdraw from 
the confederation at will or refuse to be bound by its acts 
and resolutions". Progressive, balkanization is neither in 
the interests of minorities nor of the whole community. 

Incidentally we may also examine the arguments of those 
who advocate India's continued adherence to the British 
Commonwealth. Their arguments are that Dominion status as 
described in the Balfour Declaration and the statute of 
Westminister confers all the rights and advantages of a 
sovereign independent state without the disadvantages of 
isolation and that India's best military and commercial 
interests are served by being a British Dominion rather 
than in an alliance with the far eastern countries. It is 
further stated that though there is some uncertainty in 
the statute about the right of secession, this was 
specifically conceded by Stafford Cripps. India must 
continue to rely on the British power to prevent interna 
anarchy and external attacks. The fallacy of {these 
arguments lies in confusing independence with isolation. 
Complete isolation from the rest of the world is neither 
possible nor desirable. The British dominions have grown 
into nationhood because they concentrated on the task of 
developing 'their domestic resources leaving the task of 
defence to Britain. Being mostly albinocracies which 
exterminated, excluded or enslaved the colonial peoples, 
Britain allowed the colonies to develop on the lines of 
self-government. But in India the British found a 
civilisation superior to their own and total extermination 
of the coloured population being physically impossible 
they discovered that 



ore 



2B. Y. Gr. Krishna Murty: Constituent Assembly 1943 

(for aritioism of the Statute of Westminister) 
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to keep the country weak, poor and divided was more 
satisfactory. Hence the case of India is not analogous to 
that of the dominions. No serious attempt has been made in 
India to make her strong and self-reliant from the 
military or economic point of view. Regarding the Statute 
of Westminister, Mr Menzies of Australia said in 1938 "in 
spite of the theorists, the foreign policy of the British 
Commonwealth is in the hands of the foreign secretary in 
England. Waiting to secure the assent of the five dominion 
governments for every decision would mean paralysis. My 
conclusion is that the universally accepted doctrine that 
the Balfour declaration and the statute of Westminister 
have, in fact as well as in law given dominion governments, 
legislatures and electorates, control of the issues of peace 
and war is dangerous illusion". Keith questions the 
legality of the acts of the Irish parliament in abolishing 
the office of the Governor General of the Free State, 
removing the oath of Allegiance, and passing the Irish 
Constitutional Amendment Act of 1929 contrary to the 
treaty. He also questions the validity of acts of secession 
passed by the Irish Free State and the union of south 
Africa. These are clearly revolutionary and not 
constitutional acts of the dominions and yet the apologists 
of the dominion status take refuge in the dictum that 
"what the sovereign permits, he commands". The conclusion 
therefore is that there can be no sovereignty or self- 
determination for India in a British hegemony. 

The problem of the Indian supra National Union would 
therefore be to secure first a strong military and economic 
framework based upon geopolitical considerations. For this 
purpose a Geopolitical institute should be established for 
an intensive study of all the connected problems. The 
moral issue 'cannot' be ignored for though expressed 
inevitably through military and economic terms, it is 
ultimate and final. Its embodiment is law. 



www.srikanta-sastri.org Page 54 



Geopolitics of India and Greater India (1943) by Dr S.Srikanta Sastri 



LAW 



Law is the will of the whole people enforced by the 
sovereign authority of the state created by them over the 
individuals and groups in the state. The only divine or 
natural law now recognised is that of the people to choose 
their own form of government. But the development of law 
has not kept pace with morality and justice. National and 
international law, public and private law do not coincide 
with the growing conceptions of morality and justice in the 
modern constitutions. No distinction is made by the state 
between the deliberate defiance of authority by gangsters 
and by the reformers and saints. Creative personalities who 
by example and precept attempt to transform society by 
converting the majority are Judged and penalised in the 
same way as the ordinary criminal. A fetish is made of the 
principle "one law for all" and this rigidity of law is a 
denial of the higher law of morality. When the law of the 
land is no longer flexible and organic, when it ceases to 
have the sanction of the democratic will, it becomes the 
instrument of tyranny and can be set aside only by a 
revolutionary act. Law being the social reflection of the 
principles of justice and morality must be placed above the 
meagre conception of it as "enlightened self-interest" 
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which is but another excuse for the game of "beggar my 
neighbour". Robbins says that the economist is not 
concerned with the ends of such but with "scarcity". 
However even the laissez-faire doctrine could not 
altogether eliminate the moral element. J. M. Claric 
cynically asserts that the basis for individualism is not 
intelligence or pursuit of self-interest but the stupidity 
and susceptibility of the individuals to moral suggestion. 
When law ceased to enforce the harmony of interests, it 
had even less justification to give its consent to 
exploitation and profit motive. This type of 19th century 
individualism based on profit motive lacking a genuine 
moral basis led to such developments as white supremacy, 
Herren-Volk, imperialism, exploitation, economic 

expansionism and dictatorships. 

Where in lies a true harmony of interests and what should 
be the nature of the moral law that can enforce such a 
harmony? It is easy to devise plans for world orders 
ignoring the moral factor altogether. But the political and 
economic machinery being dependent in the last resort on 
the individual, will breakdown if this prime motive for 
social solidarity is ignored or belittled. The exaggerated 
importance attached to the supremacy of intellect has 
distorted over alt world view. Paradise may be lost through 
an excess of knowledge which depreciates moral values. The 
infusing of a new faith which can transform our 
civilisation can be done only by a great prophet or leader 
like Mahatma Gandhi. The imminence of a world revolution 
makes it imperative that all thinking minds should devise 
non-violent means. The present war has its roots in the 
problems of scarcity, unemployment and inequality. To a 
certain extent the war has abolished unemployment and 
inequality by providing war work and social solidarity. But 
this does not alter the fact that all wars are immoral 
whether alleged to be in self-defence or not and their good 
effects on society temporary because of the recourse to 
physical force. In a future society which should be 
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organised to bring peace and not the sword, there can be no 
moral principle derived directly from orthodox 
Christianity or Communism. No dualistic religion can 
provide a real dynamic moral motive for social coherence. 
Hinduism (including Buddhism) had prevailed for ages in all 
the countries included in the Indian Supra-National Union 
and it alone can produce the right solution by its 
philosophy of the fundamental unity of all created life. 
There is no need for "new thoughts which have not yet been 
thought", for in this philosophy of non-dualism there is a 
positive motive for achieving the good and neutralising 
evil. It places a much needed emphasis on the humanistic 
individualistic aspect of civilisation instead of big 
organisations. It does not ignore the economic or political 
side for it is Hinduism which gave due importance to 
material comforts, not condemning the human body as 
essential vile or making a fetish of human appetites as in 
Marxian materialism. In the history of the world it is 
only Hinduism that gave not only to India but to all her 
neighbours an organic conception of society based upon 
economic as well as spiritual needs. It is the very 
antithesis of "the principle of accumulation based on 
inequality which is the vital part of the western order of 
society". It recognised frankly the hard fact that perfect 
equality in all spheres is impossible of attainment. 
Therefore it attempted to mitigate the evil consequences of 
great disparity by aiming at only the essentials. It 
reconciled the antagonism between rights and obligations, 
so that the individual by asserting his "inherent" right 
might not break up social solidarity, nor could society 
impose such obligations as to cripple the spirit or 
individualism. Liberty and law were synthesized to achieve 
spiritual! freedom. Hinduism provides a true conception of 
human values - the greatest of them being truth and non- 
violence. No other philosophical or political system has so 
clearly pointed out the way to true freedom of the spirit 
and the body, freedom from want and fear, Physical pain is 
unpleasant but it will not be fear which paralyses all the 
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functions of the body and mind, filling one's soul with 
agony, shame and disgust. As Mahatma Gandhi says "the 
voice of conscience tells me 'you are safe, so long as you 
stare the world in the face, although the world may have 
blood-shot eyes. Do not fear that world but go ahead with 
only the fear of God in you. I know what freedom is'. This 
is the real religion, the genuine morality, the supreme 
law which can enter into the spirit of all created things- 
beautiful, constant, transcendental, perfectly serene. This 
is true conquest-the conquest of the self and not of the 
earth as pointed out by the ancient Puranic historian who 
had witnessed the rise and decay of many imperialisms. 



s^Tss^rfa *r# tom ;ttr g*rfa *rF?«m I 
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Drstvatmani jaye vyagran nrpan hasati Bhuriyarn | 
Aho! mam vijigisanti mrtyoh kridanakah nrpah || 
Kama esa narendranam moghassyad vidusamapi | 
Yena phenopame pinote yetivisrambhita nrpah || 
Evam kramena jyesyamah prthvim sagaramekhatam | 
Ityasabadha hrdaya na pasyantyantiicentaicam || 
Samudravaranam jitva mam visantyabdhinujasa | 
Kiyadatmajayasyaitan muktiratma jaye phalam || 
Mameveyam mahikrtsna nate mudhetivadinah | 
Spardhamana mitbogbnanti mriyanto matkrte nrpab || 
Mamatam mayyavartanta krtvoccair mrtyu dbarminab | 
Katbavasesab katena byalcrtartbab krta vibbol || * 

(Sri Bbagavata Skandba XII Gb 3) 

Mother India seeing those who would conquer her, laughs at 
them. "Ho! these desire to overcome me forgetting that 
they are playing with death. They are ambitious for what 
even wise men had to confess themselves frustrated. They 
think that by gradual degrees they would subdue. The whole 
country girdled by the ocean and deluded by this ardent 
desire, forget that death is stalking by their side. How can 
these obtain victory when the real victory lies in the 
conquest of the self and attainment of salvation ? They 
argue that "this earth is mine only, not yours, you fool! " 
and thus competing for me mutually destroyed. Nothing will 
be left of them in course of time except a legend and a 
myth", 



-x- 
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APPENDIX 
The Indian Supra-National Union 

(World land area - 84062500 square miles; population 2,240 millions, 
Indian Union 3,760; 890 square miles of land area and 550 millions) 



Country Area in Sq. miles 


Population 


Afghanistan 


2,50,000 




12,00,000 


India 


18,05,332 




3,99,00,000 


Nepal 


56,000 




60,00,000 


Bhutan 


18,000 




3,00,000 


Burma 


2,63,000 




1,47,00,000 


Andaman Nicobars 


3,150 




62,000 


Ceylon (Srilanka.) 


25,000 




55,00,000 


Maldives riT Q"!* 1 
(French) lndo-China 


2,85,000 


-i* 70,000-t* 
23,00,000 


Siam (Thailand) 


2,00,000 




1,35,00,000 


(British) 








North Borneo 








Eastern New Guinea 








Sarawak 








(U.S.A) Philippines 


1,14,000 




1,22,50,000 


(Portuguesa) Timor 








(Dutch) 








East Indies total 


7,33,000 




6,70,00,000 


Sumatra 






90,00,000 


Java, Bali 






4,30,00,000 


South Borneo 








Celebes 








Moluccas 








Malaya Peninsula: British 








territory 


52,000 




42,00,000 
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(British) Straits settlements 




Singapore 


217 


Penang 




Malacca 




Christmas islands 




Cocal-Keeling islands 




Wellesley Province 




Federated Malaya States: 




Peraic 


7,800 


Selengor 


3,150 


Negri Sembilan 


2,550 


Pahang 


14,000 



70,00,000 



Non-Federated Malaya States : 

Kedah 3,648 

Perlis 316 

Trengganu 5,000 



wvsm srikanl 5 " 3 -sastri.org 

Hawai (U.S.A) 6,407 4,14,991 



Resources: Oil, Timber, Coal, Tin, Zinc, Iron, Gold, 
Tungsten, Manganese, Rice, Rubber, Fish, 
Sugar, Tea, Coffee, Phosphates, Quinine. Cotton, 
Camphor. 
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APPENDIX-2 

SAARC 

The suggestion of a transnational regional organisation and 
association was indeed a prophetic suggestion. Very few might have 
realised its significance when it was propounded by Dr. S. Srikanta 
Sastri in the early forties. Later developments in the post-world 
war period also did not indicate that an order of this type might 
emerge. In the modern independent world where nationalism appeared 
a most vital force, an organisation to facilitate politico -economic 
cooperation cutting across geographical boundaries appeared a 
remote possibility. Though political thinkers and statesmen 
recognised the facts of international regional cooperation there 
were many impediments in the way of achieving of such cooperation. 
Imperialism did not allow the growth of such regional cooperation. 
It is only in the recent years an attempt was made on these lines. 
In the past cold war period the third world countries slowly 
realized the importance of such a regional co-operation. It is only 
in the eighties efforts to achieve South Asian cooperation took a 
concrete form. The association of South East Asian Nations was the 
first concrete step in this direction. This group had made a 
remarkable breakthrough in the field of trade liberalization, 
industrial collaboration, food security and transport. The concerned 
countries decided to utilise their national endowments optimally and 
derive benefits of complementality, through regional cooperation. 
The commendable success AESEAN experience gave an impetus to the 
initiative of the formation of sub regional economic cooperation in 
South Asia in 1980's. It appears that the idea of SAARC was first 
mooted by late Zia-Ur-Rehman, President of Bangladesh. The idea 
was to promote mutual trust, greater understanding and unity among 
the countries of South Asia, He initiated soma steps as early as 
1977. The formal process began with the meeting of the foreign 
secretaries of the seven countries (the present SAARC nations) in 
Colombo in April 1981 and continued with three summit meetings. 
The idea gathered momentum at the meeting of the foreign ministers 
in New Delhi, which accepted the concept of regional cooperation for 
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collective self-reliance through economic growth, social progress 
and cultural development. Nine areas were identified for regional 
cooperation namely agriculture, rural development, 

telecommunications, meteorology, health and population, postal 
services, transport service, science I technology and sports, arts 
and culture. 

In 1983 the South Asian countries India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal, 
Bangladesh created an organizational frame-work known as SAARC 
for gradual economic integration. It is a significant milestone in 
the region towards collective reliance on a regional scale in South 
Asia. The members are optimistic that SAARC would in future emerge 
as another European Economic Community(EEC). Greater inter- 
regional trade has been emphasised as the most effective strategy, 
for SAARC members to achieve industrialization and reduce their 
dependence on developed countries. 



TA 



SAARC has come into existence to fulfil the dreams of one fifth of 
umanity who inhabit this region to lead a life of dignity and self 



-respect with a decent standard of living in an atmosphere of 
regional stability and security. 
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APPENDIX-3 
Jambu Dwipa 

The idea of Jambu Dwipa is enshrined in ancient Hindu religious 
texts. Accounts available in puranas and Mahabharatha give a vivid 
description of the area of Jambu Dwipa. In the beginning it is 
described as a single island. There are also stray references given 
at an anterior stage when this island was also split up into several 
islands. From the descriptions of the seven islands making up the 
known world as described in Mahabharatha it is apparent that some 
of these islands overlap. In some instances as in Padma Purana it is 
stated that Bhadvashva, Ketumala, Jambu Dwipa and Uttarakuru are 
islands arounds Sumeru. 
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